
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swim England North West 
Festival of Swimming (50m) 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
1. Why do the age groups only start at 13 years of age? 

The Festival of Swimming is a joint British Swimming and Swim England 
concept. Swim England North West have followed the recommendations of 
the concept.  
Following each of the Festivals, Swim England will be producing a 
British/Home Nations leaderboard in the following age groups; 13 years, 14, 
years, 15 years, 16 years, 17 years and 18 years and over, for 100m, 200m 
and 400m events. Swim England North West have also added 50m events to 
add more racing opportunities for competitors.  
 
Swim England North West are also limited to the number of individuals 
allowed within the facility when running this meet.  
 
 

2. Why are there no consideration/qualification times? 
Due to the lack of events over the previous 12 months, and due to some clubs 
being unable to deliver Level X events within their programme, Swim England 
North West have taken the decision to take the fastest entries per age group 
for each event.  
The number of entries accepted per event will be dependent on the events 
within the session and the time that each event will likely take. This is to 
ensure the Region comply with the licensing conditions.  
 
Whilst considering to enter everyone needs to be realistic in their 
expectations, for each event we will be able to accept a limited number of 
entries which will be based upon the fastest submitted times for each age 
group in each event.  
 
 

3. What was the thought behind running 5 events in one session? 
The Swim England Festival of Swimming events are being ran to give as 
many athletes as possible the opportunity to return to racing. It is hoped that 
these festivals will be ‘the kick start that our sport needs, and hopefully it can 
provide the light at the end of the tunnel that everyone involved in our sport is 
craving’ (Quote from Tim Jones, British Swimming’s Head of Elite 
Development).  
 
As always it is a choice as to how many events any competitor wishes to 
enter. We have taken the decision to hold the event over three sessions on 
three days to increase the limited opportunities available.  



 

 
4. With a rise in the new COVID variant how safe with the event be? 

Swim England North West are committed to running the event following the 
latest Government and Facility guidance in force at the time of the Festival.  
 
The region will also be taking learnings from the two competitions ran in 
Manchester in February and March 2021.  
 
Further information regarding the COVID security of the event will be available 
in due course.  

 
Please note all information is subject to change should Government Guidance 
change.  

 
 

 
 
  


